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other backcountry recreation; petroleum operations; road construction; agriculture and urbanization; and
other human activities (FGFWFC 1985; USFWS 1987a). Studies of disturbance effects on another subspecies of
Felis concolor in Arizona and Utah found that resident mountain lions altered their home range and home area
to avoid logging activity and logged areas (Van Dyke 1983; Van Dyke et al. 1986). Further, the mountain lions
altered their activity patterns to avoid human contact by shifting their peak activity to periods of darkness and
avoiding the normal peaks of dawn and dusk. Lions appeared to select home ranges where timber sale areas
were absent, road densities were lower than average, and there were few or no permanent human disturbance
sites, such as residences. The study concluded: First, areas that experience permanent or repeated habitat
alteration are reduced in quality to the lion population, even if human residence, presence, or activity is
temporary. Second, areas where there is continuing, concentrated human presence or residence are essentially
lost to the lion population, even if there is little impact on the habitat itself (Van Dyke et al. 1986). This indicates
a very low tolerance to human activity by western panthers, and Florida panthers may share this sensitivity.
While no similar work has been done with Florida panthers, recent analysis by the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission of past telemetry data on Florida panther movements indicates that panthers tend to
leave the Bear Island unit in the preserve during hunting season (letter from...
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