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salt, and one with twenty-five molecules would contain 46.7 per
ceni. The transformation can be suppressed by rapid cooling, in
which case it takes place on heating up. The formation is
accompanied by a fairly large increase in volume, so that by
cooling a specimen down in a very heavy glass tube, the
transformation may be suspended, even when cooled slowly, but
on warming up, the tube is usually shattered at the
transformation point. The formation of the icositetrahydrate
explains in part the various spectra, but it does not explain the
fact that a banded spectrum may be produced. This may be due
to an amorphous condition of the solid mass, or to a possible
solidification in the exact state in which it existed as a solution, in
which state it normally gives a banded spectrum. The author will
take up the latter consideration...
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