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THE KALEVALA: THE EPIC POEM OF FINLAND

Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The KalevalaThe Epic Poem of FinlandTranslated into English By John
Martin CrawfordThe Kalevala or The Kalewala is a 19th-century work of epic poetry compiled by Elias LOnnrot
from Karelian and Finnish oral folklore and mythology.It is regarded as the national epic of Karelia and Finland
and is one of the most significant works of Finnish literature. The Kalevala played an instrumental role in the
development of the Finnish national identity, the intensification of Finland s language strife and the growing
sense of nationality that ultimately led to Finland s independence from Russia in 1917.The Kalevala (the Land of
Heroes) relates the ever-varying contests between the Finns and the darksome Laplanders, just as the Iliad
relates the contests between the Greeks and the Trojans. Castren is of the opinion that the enmity between the
Finns and the Lapps was sung long before the Finns had leG their Asiatic birth-place.A deeper and more esoteric
meaning of the Kalevala, however, points to a contest between Light and Darkness, Good and Evil; the Finns
representing the Light and the Good, and the Lapps, the Darkness and the Evil. Like the Niebelungs, the heroes
of the Finns woo for brides the beauteous maidens of the North; and the similarity is rendered still more striking
by their frequent inroads into the country of the Lapps, in order to possess themselves of the envied treasure of
Lapland, the mysterious Sampo, evidently the Golden Fleece of the Argonautic expedition. Curiously enough
public opinion is oGen expressed in the runes, in the words of an infant; oGen too the unexpected is introduced
after the manner of the Greek dramas, by a young child, or an old man.The...
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