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who will not attack man except under provocation, and also
man-eaters, who seem to take a special delight in killing men;
so, among the Keas, many of them never attack sheep, while
others, usually old birds, seem to enjoy nothing better. Again,
the Keas do not, as many people suppose, choose the lambs or
weaklings, but in most cases the choicest of the flocks is killed.
The usual mode of attack seems to be as follows. The bird
settles on the ground near its quarry, and, after hopping about
here and there for some time, leaps on to its prey, usually on
the rump. If it cannot obtain a firm grip with its claws, the
movement of the sheep may cause it to fall, but the Kea seems
rather to enjoy the sensation, and so tries again until it has
securely perched itself on the...
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