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Joseph Henry Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 304 pages. Dimensions: 8.3in. x 5.3in. x
0.8in.In 1872 HMS Challenger set sail from Portsmouth, England, to map and sample the ocean floor. This
marked the birth of modern oceanography. By retracing Challengers extraordinary voyage, we view our
underwater landscape anew focusing on what 21st century science is now able to add to this incredible story.
The oceans make up more than two thirds of the Earths surface. But they are as mysterious for what they
conceal beneath their surfaces as they are familiar for their ubiquity. Deep below the susurrus swell of waves
lies an alien world that we have only begun to explore. The quest to know more about this secret domain began
in earnest in the late 1800s. In 1859, Charles Darwins book On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural
Selection set the scientific world abuzz with its radical theory of evolution, and sparked a feverish desire to
know more about the workings of nature. Scientists became increasingly convinced that the ocean floor could
provide proof or refutation of Darwins theory of natural selection. They believed that the ocean floor was a
haven for life that had long been extinct on land and that obscure fossil evidence culled from the depths could
provide us with information on species that no longer existed topside. So an expedition was specifically
designed and undertaken to investigate the natural history and geology of the ocean floor. With its emphasis on
locating and retrieving fossil records that would test the new theory of evolution, Challengers voyage was
nothing less than a mission to choose between God and science. Sailing three and half years and 69, 000
nautical miles through burning tropical heat waves and stupefyingly cold Antarctic seas, and suffering further
privations...
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