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Before the Congregational Club, Kingsley Hall, Boston, March the Twenty-Third, 1908 Mr. President and
Gentlemen: When Matthew Arnold wrote of Emerson as the friend and aider of those who would live in the
Spirit, he pointed to a New England characteristic that has secured for the South common heritage with you in
a literature which made the world your debtor. Yet not quite half a century has passed since there arose
between us a debate of paramount importance to this Nation that was fought to a conclusion with equal
earnestness. In his dispassionate review the historian will neither overlook the discharge of duty as each side
saw it; nor that each side was necessary to write into law what patriots could not put into a Constitution; for
their insistence showed the world the strength of our Nation, and gave conviction that the Union would
withstand conflicting sectional views. Accepting the responsibilities cast upon the South, with a big hearted
honesty of purpose, her sons set themselves to the task of guiding and controlling as best they could the vicious
and irresponsible of either race. Before the Boston Merchants Association, eighteen years ago, Mr. Grady made
the argument for the South then necessary, now taken largely as a matter of fact. In it he says of what he calls
the South s problem: Can we solve it? The God who gave it into our hands alone can know. But this the weakest
and wisest of us do know, we cannot solve it with less than the knowledge that the blood that runs in your veins
isour...
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