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bankruptcy of the Conservative party in Canada is well illustrated in the complexion of the new cabinet. Few of
the talents are there represented. In a government with reasonable prospects of re-election, cabinet
reconstruction before the election is naturally a small matter. Mr. Meighen, however, was in such case that
wholesale changes were unavoidable. Certain ministers, being full of years and merely picturesque, wished and
had earned retirement; others, being expert politicians, saw that the game was up. Mr. Wigmore had survived
by months his fatal lapse, and needed to receive more leisure to attend to the business of Nagle and Wigmore.
Of the new ministers Mr. Baxter and Mr. Stewart have the best record. The Quebec members are political
ciphers. Mr. Stevens represents mainly British Columbia intolerance of Oriental labour, and Dr. Edwards the
peculiar prejudices of Ontario. Mr. Bennett is well known as a rapid orator and a counsel of the Canadian
Pacific; Mr. Bristol as devoted to ward politics and Canada Steamships. The new cabinets journey should be
comfortable as well as brief. Mr. King will never make progress by facing the- past. Whatever opinion one may
entertain as to the place of Sir Wilfred Laurier in the history of Canada, this is not a time when electors are
disposed to say their prayers to his image. We doubt if Quebec is disposed to do so. We know that the rest of
Canada is not. Men are looking to the distressing conditions of to-day and to possibilities of better things
tomorrow. They are asking for leaders who have ideals grateful memories they may have...
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