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Proceedings of the Joint Conference on Planning May 4, 5, and 6, 1936, Richmond, Virginia The annual planning
conference is now entered into jointly by the three organizations which resulted from the reorganization a year
or so ago of the planning movement, namely: the American City Planning Institute, the American Society of
Planning Officials and the American Planning and Civic Association, representing respectively, in a general way,
the professional group, the group which is officially connected with the making or administration of plans, and
the group which is engaged in promoting the movement and creating popular support for it. | think it may be
said that it will not be necessary for each of us as we speak to define planning, especially as we have been
spending many years unsuccessfully in arriving at a definition, but in general we mean the sort of thing we
have done in city planning, the designing of the uses of land for human purposes and for the protection of
human welfare. That may be said to have been begun in the field of the city thirty-five years ago. | believe it
grew out of two streams of recognition of the problem. Those who had had some experience with city
administration began to realize the wastes of uncoordinated, unplanned effort in the different administrative
departments and the different administrative activities of the city. | doubt whether at the beginning the social
objectives were considered. | think this first sense of the need of coordination and adjustment by means of
design -and program-making was felt rather as an economic than as a social activity...
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